Physico-chemical characterization of hamster interferon.
The glycoprotein nature of Syrian hamster interferon was tested on several immobilized lectins. The specific retention of a small portion (20%) of interferon activity was observed only on concanavalin A-agarose; Component I of the interferon (not retained) has an apparent molecular weight of 23,500 whereas Component II (retained) is larger, 31,500. The apparent hydrophobicity of Syrian hamster interferon was probed by its chromatography on: (a) straight chain hydrocarbons of varied length; (b) aromatic ligands (aminobenzene, benzylamine, beta-phenylethylamine, gamma-phenyl-propylamine); ligands listed in (a) and (b) were immobilized to cyanogen bromide-activated agarose (isourea linkage); and (c) phenyl-agarose (Phenyl-Sepharose CL-4B), an aromatic ligand immobilized via a 2-hydroxypropyl arm to the agarose (ether linkage).